
Superintendent’s Update
Wednesday, December 15, 2021

Today was the 69th day of classes for the 2021-22 school year.  Last week all
elementary schools completed their fall parent-teacher conference during a half day on
Thursday, December 9.  The middle and high schools used this time for professional
development programming to support our teachers and staff.  Just as a reminder, next
Thursday, December 23rd is a half-day for students with traditional dismissal times
similar to the day before Thanksgiving (DHS = 11:10, DMS = 11:35, ECEC/ES =
12:00).

Dr. Gotgart and I have completed all of our discussions with Principals, Directors, and
Department Heads regarding needs to be considered as we develop the FY23 Budget.
The first glance through this document was reviewed by the School Committee Budget
Subcommittee tonight, and we will continue our discussion both internally within the
district and externally with the Budget Subcommittee over the next few weeks.

On Thursday, December 2, Governor Baker signed S.2557, An Act concerning
genocide education, into law. Beginning in the 2022-23 school year, this law
requires every school district to, for the purpose of educating middle and high school
students, provide instruction on the history of genocide consistent with the content
standards in the Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum
Framework.

The bill also establishes a competitive grant program to provide support for instruction
on the history of genocide and directs DESE to assist schools in facilitating access to
curricular materials and professional development relating to genocide education. The
new law creates a Genocide Education Trust Fund to support the grant program and
other initiatives administered by DESE. The trust fund will be funded through criminal
fines for violations of constitutional rights and for assault and battery.

On Thursday, December 16 the district’s Teacher Diversity team will meet again with
the DESE Teacher Diversification Professional Learning Committee with over 100
other school districts in Massachusetts.  This DESE program is designed to provide a

https://mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=0100b6cc9b&e=0344023127
https://mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=0100b6cc9b&e=0344023127
https://mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=1e1f3510c9&e=0344023127
https://mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=1e1f3510c9&e=0344023127
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forum for districts to share best practices and create networks to help diversify their
educator workforce.  I look forward to working with this group.

I continue to hold evening meetings with school PTO’s to solicit input for the district’s
next 5-year Strategic Improvement Plan.  I have completed 6 sessions so far and have
begun meetings with individual school faculties also.  This comprehensive work will
continue into the spring as I look to provide a draft of this work in the February-March
timeframe.  I will also be scheduling meetings with individual members of the
Committee after the start of the new year.

On Thursday, December 9 we met to continue discussions about the future possible
use of the Capen School by the Parks and Recreation Department.  After that meeting
we developed a DRAFT MOA for the use of the back wing and gymnasium of the
Capen building by the Parks and Rec Department.  That draft is provided for you in
tonight’s SC folder.  I am eager to hear feedback from the committee on this draft
MOA.

COVID Update
The most recent data regarding COVID cases in Dedham and the Dedham Public
Schools are shown below:

1. COVID-19 data for Dedham

2. COVID cases in MA schools (For comprehensive statewide results, click HERE)

3. Positive Cases in DPS Schools

4. DPS Pooled Testing Participation and Results

On Friday, Dec. 10, the district sent a formal notice to all DHS students for whom our
records indicate they are unvaccinated.  This letter was sent to all 209 DHS students
and families in this category.  The intent of this letter was to try and encourage student
vaccination in order to improve vaccination rates.  This notice produced a few students
who had become vaccinated, but we are now going to make personal phone calls to
these students and their families to encourage vaccination.  The district followed up
with a second notice to all students and families that had not responded as of today.
Here are the current vaccination rates at Dedham High School:
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Current vaccination rates at Dedham’s elementary schools are listed below:

As the Committee is aware, DPS partnered with the Dedham Health Department to
provide a COVID-19 vaccine clinic on Saturday, Nov. 20 and did so again for second
doses on Saturday, Dec. 11 at Dedham Middle School.  245 kids ages 5-11 were
vaccinated at DMS on Nov. 20, and 236 students returned to get their second dose this
past weekend.  Families can still obtain vaccinations by visiting the state’s VaxFinder
website, and pediatric doses are readily available at the Dedham CVS on Bussey
Street.

https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/


I am happy to answer any questions the Committee may have.


